SKILLERN, MARGARET
Margaret is being recertified for hospice because of end-stage carcinoma of the left breast.

This is a 68-year-old woman with a history of left breast cancer, ER positive, PR negative, HER2/neu positive. The patient has been on chemotherapy and radiation therapy and with a very little success in reducing her tumor burden to the point that the patient was placed on hospice and now is being recertified.

Her biopsy previously showed invasive ductal carcinoma. The patient has suffered from weight loss and has continued to lose weight; 7 pounds since past certification period. She has very little appetite. She eats maybe 10 to 15% of her food. She has anemia which I am sure has worsened given her paleness and her severe weakness, protein-calorie malnutrition, the patient is bladder and bowel incontinent. The patient also has a history of cardiac disease status post cardiac defibrillator placement. The patient is short of breath with any type of activity and continues to require pain medication around the clock. The patient’s hospice has been able to keep the patient comfortable at home with her loved ones and her caretaker that they live with her and will continue to do so till the patient passes. Since past recertification, the patient’s changes in her condition as was delineated above makes her a candidate for continued hospice and expected to do poorly and live less than six months. Hence, the patient is hospice appropriate at this time with her end-stage carcinoma of the left breast for above-mentioned reasons.
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